Find your Federal MP and the name of your Electorate by looking up this link and entering your postcode:  Find my electorate  (Click on your electorate’s name to get the name of your member) .
Replace all the things in italics with your relevant information
Anything additional that you would like to say (preferably near the beginning of the letter) will increase its impact.
Delete all these instructions on the yellow background before sending!
Your address
State/Territory
Date
Ms/Mr/Dr Firstname Secondname
Member for [Electorate]
 
Dear Ms/Mr/Dr Secondname
I am a [grandparent carer/kinship carer/kinship care worker/individual concerned about the human rights of all unpaid carers].
Are you aware that Grandparent and other Kinship Carers are not recognised in law as Carers?
The 2010 Commonwealth Carer Recognition Act defines a Carer as someone who provides unpaid care to a person with a disability, mental illness, frailty or serious illness. 
Some State and Territory Carer Recognition Acts have added grandparent and/or kinship carers into their definition of a Carer, but most follow the Commonwealth definition. 
The 2023 Parliamentary Inquiry into the Recognition of Unpaid Carers received submissions recommending the inclusion of all grandparent/kinship carers in the Commonwealth Carere Recognition Act. However the 2024 Parliamentary Inquiry Report Recognising, valuing and supporting unpaid carers affirmed the existing definition. Worse still, it recommended ‘harmonising’ all State and Territory Carer Recognition Acts with the Commonwealth Act. That means, removing recognition of grandparent and other kinship carers from those States and Territories that currently recognise them. How can this recommendation be construed as recognising, valuing and supporting unpaid carers?
Grandparent and other kinship carers undertake a labour of love for children who have experienced trauma in their young lives, often at considerable personal emotional and financial cost. Over 80% if all grandparent/kinship carers provide care ‘informally’, that is, without State/Territory child protection orders, and without any care allowance. Theirs is a challenging 24/7 task, with precious little support available. Why should they be denied legal recognition? 
A problem that is invisible cannot be fixed. For grandparent and other kinship carers to receive the support they need, they must first be acknowledged to exist.
Please help grandparent/kinship carers on the path towards real recognition and support as for other unpaid carers, by speaking up for recognition of all grandparent/kinship carers in the Commonwealth and all State and Territory Carer Recognition Acts. 
I hope to hear from you about this, and that you will help Australia’s generous grandparent/kinship carers to receive the recognition they deserve.
Yours sincerely
[Name]
[Designation, eg. Kinship carer or other role]
